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ZALE’S x  SCAD

Elegant neutrality is for the open minded. Those 
who embrace unique aesthetics, appreciate 
genuine beauty, and challenge gender roles 
in fashion. Inspiration was taken from minimal 
and geometric forms. It is the combination of 
masculine and feminine elements. The balance 
and contrast between perfect and imperfect, 
the idea of imperfectly perfect. One could wear 
these pieces as the centerpiece of a more 
classic outfit or blend it seamlessly with an 
adventurous fashion choice. By mixing feminine 
and masculine styles we created a collection for 
someone who wants to push boundaries as well 
as the person who wants a beautiful and lasting 
piece.
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To make prototypes we started by 
rending in Rhino, 3d printing, and casting 
the pieces in silver and gold plating. We 
then developed and made the posters, 
display, and packaging to complete the 
collection.

The collection my team and I completed 
was then developed by Zale’s as a 
limited edition jewelry collection available 
at Zales.com.



McKenna Karpan Industr ia l  Design

Photo by Claire Edkins

Cesta is a fire safety device installed on doors 
that provides a clearly illuminated exit strategy 
with the use of LED lights to project a safe exit 
path. The device will monitor heat and blocked 
air using infrared sensors to display an alert to 
the user, letting them know if the exit is safe to 
use in an emergency evacuation. The device 
would be used in large buildings like hotels, 
offices, or in places where people have limited 
mobility such as in senior housing or assisted 
living situations.  

Cesta
A Fire Safety Device
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Hallway
Wifi Transmitters within the housing 
connect the all of the Cesta devices 
in the hall and on the floor and work 
together to get a full scan of the space. 
This way the devices are able to map out 
where the danger is coming from and 
use light projections to direct people in 
the opposite direction, leading them to 
safe exits from the building. 

Room
Users within the room would easily be 
able to read the angle of the screen 
and see if it is safe to open the door 
and leave the room, even before they 
reach the door. The action of looking 
at the screen is supposed will be more 
instinctive to a person in a high stress 
situation than having to remember to feel 
the door handle with the back of your 
hand to determine if an exit is safe.

The screens would activate when fire is 
detected though the buildings standard 
fire detectors or when detected on the 
infrared sensors on the Cesta devices. 
To make the product work internationally, 
when installing the device you would 
be able to change from F ° to C . The 
imagery is in International Code NFPA 
170: Symbol for emergency exit route.
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IKIGAI
A Reason For Being

For this project I worked with a team 
of four to create a brand and design 
a line of products for that company. 
We created IKIGAI, a culinary lifestyle 
brand with a focus on urban life and 
sustainability. With our products we 
sought to design for the modern city 
dweller who needs a simpler cooking 
environment. The line includes a counter 
top compost unit, which I designed, 
a hydroponic herb garden, and an 
environmentally friendly fire extinguisher. 

McKenna Karpan
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This compost unit utilizes the vermiculture 
composting method in which earth worms are 
used to break down food waste and turn it into 
nutrient rich soil that can be used elsewhere in 
the home. In this design I focused on making 
a product that looks clean and simple in order 
to make the process of composting more 
approachable to the customer. The unit’s small 
lid is where the user would insert small scraps 
for composting. Then when the food has been 
broken down the user opens the larger flap to 
take out the removable silicone bucket, this 
acts as an easy method of transport for the soil 
without having to touch the dirt itself. 

IKIGAI
Counter Top Compost Unit
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I first designed the light in SolidWorks then 
turned the shape on the lathe. I then stretched 
over the wood form and joined the plastic halves 
together. 

Pendant Lamp
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McKenna Karpan Contextual  Research

Magazine project where a group of 
four and I researched millennials and 
how technology has changed our 
social interactions. We first started this 
project by doing secondary research 
into millennials. We then did first hand 
observations as well as cultural probes 
where we looked more in depth into 
how millennials interact with technology 
verses with other people. We gathered 
the data and wrote articles based on the 
findings. The next step of the process 
was designing the layouts and formatting 
a full sized magazine. Here I have shown 
the pages I designed and articles I wrote. 

Destij l 
Magazine: 
Millennial 
Research



McKenna Karpan Furn i ture Design

To start I conducted research into the design 
language within Create and Barrel then focused 
on the specific details of the Steppe Collection. I 
sketched possible solutions to fit the collection, 
as well as tested sketch models, then modeled 
the final design in solid works. 

Collection Matching
Steppe by Crate and Barrel
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10 Seconds of Safety

Your safety is our priority       
www.tsa.gov

Security is our #1 priority

If you are a victim of 
an unsafe situation, 
a simple hand 
signal during 
screening will get 
you help. 

10 seconds of safety to help fight Human 
Trafficking within TSA.
This service enhances current airport security by 
adding additional screening for victims of human 
trafficking. This is done through implementation 
of hand symbols during the scanning booth, the 
most secure moment of the screening process.  

Safe Sign:  TSA Service
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